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February 27 & 28, 2010 
INTRODUCTION: A missionary recently shared about working with a 
new organization. They believe in telling God about their needs, but 
not telling those who can help theméso that God can work without 
their manipulation.  Recently they needed $125,000 for a bill for their 
building. They chose to just tell God about it without asking anyone 
else for help. Amazingly, a check arrived that very day for more than 
the amount needed.  Even more amazing, it was a bequest from a will 
of someone who had died months before and the check was finally 
processed. Amazing, yes?  But, someone had to die for the prayer to 
be answered. Todayôs lesson is about howé 

God Works in Unexpected Ways 
 
Ý How has God worked in your life in unexpected ways, 

sometimes through pain or problems? 
 
 

 

I. Bad news comes before good news. 
 

 A. How long can a good God put up with evil? 
(Habakkuk 1:1-6) 

 2 How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? 3 Why 
do you tolerate wrong? Habakkuk 1:2-3 

 

Ý What was Habakkukôs concern in this question? 
 

 

 

be utterly amazed . . .  I am raising up the Babylonians . . .   
 Habakkuk 1:5-6 
 

Ý What does ñAmazingò mean to you? To Habakkuk? Why 
was it amazing for God to use the Babylonians to judge 
Judah?ò 

 
 

Ý How does Paul use Habakkuk 1:5 in Acts 13:40 - 41? What 
do you learn from this? How does it apply to a missionary 
theme? 

 
 
 
Ý Agree or disagree: People must understand the ñbad 
newsò (we are sinners and will be judged) before they will 
truly be able to accept the ñGood Newsò. Explain your 
answer and how this relates to a missionary theme? 

 
 
 
 

B. How can a good God use evil to judge evil?  
 (Habakkuk 1:12-2:1) 
 

 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why 
then do you tolerate the treacherous? Habakkuk 1:13 

 
 I will stand at my watch . . .  to see what he will say to me, 

  Habakkuk 2:1 
 

 
Ý How do you try to justify God and explain the evil things 

that happen in the world?   
ß It is part of a fallen creation 
ß God is judging the people for their sins 
ß Itôs their own fault they werenôt prepared 
ß Itôs the governmentôs fault they werenôt prepared 
ß I havenôt the foggiest 
ß What does this have to do with missions? 
ß Other 

 
 
 
 

II. Faith helps us live through the bad news. 
 

A. God is fair. 

 in wrath remember mercy. Habakkuk 3:2 

Ý How do the five ñWoesò in Habakkuk 2 show that God is fair? 
What does Godôs fairness have to do with missions? 
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Ý Agree or Disagree:  Praising God by faith (when you are on 
empty) is more genuine praise than when you praise God by 
sight (for good things)? See Hebrews 13:15 and explain your 
answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Godôs answer to evil is . . . 
 

THE CROSS 
 

Ý How will you look for God to work in unexpected ways in your 
life with respect to your involvement in the mission of sharing 

Christ with others?  Pray about this.  
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Prayers and Praises 

B. God is faithful. 

Ý Read Habakkuk 2:4, 14, and 20 and match the following 
statements about Godôs faithfulness with the appropriate 
verse. 
ß God is in charge and has everything under control. 
ß Godôs character never changes and His Word never fails. 
ß God is going to win in the end. 

 
 
 

C. Iôll live by faith.  
 (Habakkuk 2:4; 3:1-19) 

4 but the righteous will live by his faith Habakkuk 2:4b 
 

Ý Look up these passages. Match how they apply Habakkuk. 2:4. 
 

Romans 1:17 o  Live: Living is by faith. 
Galatians 3:11 o  Just: Being declared righteous is by faith. 
Hebrews 10:38 o  Faith: Faith is the essential thing. 

 
 
 

Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there 
are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my 
strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go 
on the heights.  Habakkuk 3:17-19 

 

Ý How is 3:17-19 a faith statement?   
 
 
 
 

D. Iôll praise God by faith. 
 

Ý Share about a time when you were able to praise God by faith 
(when you couldnôt see anything to praise Him for)? 
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